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  Schools in Peace River North 
 “Note dates, names are included in the way that they were shared. * 

 

Please note that since Alwin Holland’s school was the first one in Fort St. 
John, it has been placed first with the rest of the schools following in 
alphabetical order.  

Winnis Baker’s book dating from the very early days to about 1970 
schools has been invaluable. Depending on Winnis’ information, it has 
been scanned or typed and placed with each school.  In her book, there is 
also a listing of the schools, and how many students were in each grade 
in the years that it was open. The original Winnis’ book can be found in 
the Fort St. John Museum.  

The following is a map found in “God’s Galloping Girls” by Monica Storrs 
showing the routes that she took in those early days. Monica used to travel to 
many schools and left this hand drawn map in her diary.  
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Alwin Holland  - First School in Fort St. John was in Alwin Holland's home 

From Fort St. John North Peace Museum album: Artifact of the Week. 

 
First FSJ School was in Alwin Hollands home in the 1920's (near where 'Coachman's' is located, today) 

until the first school was built. 
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August 2, 2021 
Happy 100th anniversary to the first school in Fort St. John this upcoming holiday 
Monday! 
The first school in Fort St. John was housed in Alwin Holland’s home in 1921. 
Mrs. Easton was the teacher. (Alwin of course goes on to open many other 
schools across the North Peace and teach there but he wasn't our first teacher 
and already has a school named after him.)  

We know very little about Mrs. Easton. Her name is Catherine Elizabeth Easton. 
She is married to Robert Easton, a farmer. They had the first homestead out at 
Fish Creek (when Fish Creek was a larger community than Fort St. John). They 
are listed in the 1921 directory (but not the 1920 directory) so probably moved 
here in late 1920 or early 1921. The 1927 directory is the final directory they are 
listed in as they move somewhere else. 

Fort St. John’s first school 1922 - This school was located at MacKenzie 
Street(100 Street) and Alaska Highway south of intersection on Gilbert Howes 
property. 

he first school in Fort St. John operated out of Alwin Holland’s house (shown in 
photo). It was the second school in the North Peace region of British Columbia 
(Taylor was the first). Mrs. Katherine Easton served as the first teacher (despite 
the fact that Alwin Holland was also a teacher and he started/taught at many 
schools across the North Peace). There were eight boys and seven girls. An 
average of ten children attended each day. Three were in the first primer, two in 
the second primer, one in the first reader, four in the second reader, two in the 
third reader, and three in the fourth reader. Mrs. Easton was paid $1,320 by the 
provincial government and a further $269.10 by the district for a total of 
$1,589.10 ($22,406.31 today according to the Bank of Canada's inflation 
calculator). 
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Frank Beatton, clerk at the Hudson’s Bay Company post of Fort St. John, wrote 
in the journal he kept for the company on Tuesday August 2, 1921: “School 
opened today. Duncan and Fred [his sons] went to school for the first time.”  
While school was operating from Holland’s house, a one-room school was 
completed just south of the current intersection of the Alaska Highway and 
100th Street using lumber from Red Powell’s sawmill.  
Happy 100th anniversary to the first school in Fort St. John this upcoming 
holiday Monday! 

 

Fort St. John’s first school 1922
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Alwin Holland New 1959 

Fire 1986 
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Alwin Holland Elementary Information as of 2018 
10615 96 Street 
Fort St John, BC V1J 3R3 

 

Phone: (250)785-6125 
Fax: (250)785-6123 
Web: https://holland.prn.bc.ca 

 

Alwin Holland Elementary is located in the bustling community of Fort St. John, 
which is located in the beautiful Peace River Valley. Our school motto 
is T.E.A.M : Together Everyone Achieves More.  At Alwin Holland we take a 
team approach to all that we do.  We are proud of what we are achieving as a 
team and enjoy and find fulfillment in the work we do together.  We strive to 
create a welcoming, warm, caring environment for all members of our school 
community.  We value the arts and recognize and appreciate the role of humour 
in creating a healthy working and learning environment. 

Alwin Holland has a student population of about 360 students. Our school is 
located in a predominantly middle-class neighborhood, but our school 
population is characterized by considerable diversity.  Our parents are involved 
and committed to their children’s education.  Many parent volunteers help out 
with classroom and school activities (over 100 this past year) and we have an 
active Parent Advisory Council.  The PAC is valued for its support and input into 
the operation of the school.  The broader school community and our staff are 
committed to building a positive and safe school environment which fosters 
learning for all students. 

For funding purposes, Alwin Holland is designated as an “inner city” school.  We 
receive additional funding for a school meals program and social equity 
programs.  During the 2018/19 year, we will continue to offer a breakfast 
program and a healthy snack program for our students.  Our lunch program and 
our healthy canteen provide nutritional lunch choices for students with the help 
of student and parent volunteers. 
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Alwin Holland is a K to 6 school with 16 divisions.  We have 17 classroom 
teachers, which includes one pair of teachers team teaching.  Other teaching 
staff includes a full-time learning assistant, a part-time teacher librarian, two 
part-time prep teachers, and one part-time Reading Intervention teacher.  A 
school district itinerant inclusion teacher, a speech pathologist, and a speech 
assistant also visit the school to help prepare and deliver programs to several of 
our students.  We have a principal and a vice principal who are allocated 1.5 
FTE administration time.  Our support staff includes a full-time secretary, twelve 
educational assistants, three lunch period monitors, an Aboriginal Student 
Support Worker and a school meals program/canteen coordinator.  We also 
have one full-time and one part-time custodian. 

Our PAC and staff are committed to developing a strong sense of community 
spirit within our school.  We believe this will enhance our students’ social, 
emotional, and academic growth.  We work hard to involve students in a variety 
of activities and provide opportunities for students to develop leadership skills in 
a number of areas.  Research indicates there is a link between student 
behaviour and academic success.  Our school-wide behaviour matrix and Code 
of Conduct reflect the core values identified by the school community: respect 
and responsibility.  The goal of our matrix and Code of Conduct is to promote a 
safe and caring school climate where the focus is on teaching and learning. 
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Teachers do so much from helping us learn to read, write, and do math to 
deeper life lessons that we may not even realize until we’re much older. This 
colour photograph shows the teachers and staff at Alwin Holland School in the 
1970-1971 school year. Staff members in the first row are (left to right): Mary 
Swain, Dave Ross, Marcie Hlushko, Tony Brummet, Ruthann Darnall, Leigh 
Gemmell, and Joyce Darnall. Second row (left to right): Margaret Cook, Esther 
Gorman, Lorena Taylor, David Hladek, Ros Ross, Linda Thomson, and 
Margaret Bailey. Third row (left to right) Jean Burdge, Nell Duncan, Tony Atkins, 
Donna Bodner, and Olive Stellmach. Michael Hlushko donated this photo to the 
museum in 2020. His mother, Marcie Hlushko, taught at Alwin Holland School. 
She had carefully labelled everyone so we knew who they were – a curator’s 
dream when cataloguing the photo! This image was taken in Marcie’s last year 
teaching there. Do you recognize these teachers? Did any of them teach you? 
Share your comments below. 
Did you know we collect class and staff photographs taken all over the North 
Peace? If you have any you don’t want anymore, please consider donating 
them to the museum (and include the names you remember). We can also scan 
and return the originals to you (though turn around time may be a few weeks). 
Happy World Teacher Day! Thanks to all the teachers who are working through 
the pandemic which adds another layer of stress to their already full 
plates. #worldteachersday #sd60 
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Airport  

 

Airport	 1943-44	 Miss	 Patton,	L.E.	
Airport	 1944-45	

	  Airport	 1961-62	
	  Airport	 1962-63	
	  Airport	 1963-64	
	  Airport	 1964-65	
	  Airport	 1965-66	
	  Airport	 1966-67	
	  Airport	 1967-68	
	  Airport	 1968-69	
	  Airport	 1969-70	
	  Airport	 1970-71	
	  

    The students Airport School or Fort St. John Airport School later went to 
Baldonnel. Mary Froese taught at this school but no dates were available. 
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Alces 

Alces	 1947-48	 Mrs.	 Cooper,	Ruth	
Alces	 1948-49	

	  Alces	 1949-50	
	  Alces	 1950-51	
	  Alces	 1951-52	
	  Alces	 1952-53	
	  Alces	 1953-54	
	  Alces	 1954-55	
	  Alces	 1955-56	
	  Alces	 1956-57	
	  Alces	 1957-58	
	  Alces	 1958-59	
	  Alces	 1959-60	
	  Alces	 1960-61	
	  Alces	 1961-62	
	  Alces	 1962-63	
	  Alces	 1963-64	
	  Alces	

	
Mr.	 Fulford	

Alces	
	

Mr.	 Cloutier	
Alces	

	  
Kostyk,	Lucile	

Alces	
	  

Baxter,	Byron	
Alces	

	  
Craig,	Pauline	

Alces	
	  

Davidson,	Laurie	
Alces	

	
Mrs.	 Valentine	

Alces	
	  

Jarvis,	Dale	
Alces	

	  
Chmelyk,	Dorothy	

Alces	
	  

Dingman,	Lillian	
 

In 1947, the district obtained an old Army Building from the Alaska Highway 
Days. It was moved by Frank Ward and Roy Nelson. They partitioned one end 
of it for a teacherage. The first school teacher in 1948 was Mrs. Ruth Cooper, 
who  had a large family.  

In 1955, a small portable school brought in with an attached teacherage and the 
old building was moved west to a farm and used as a Community Centre until 
the Golata Creek Hall was built. 

In 1964, the Alces School was closed and the students were bussed to Flatrock 
school.  

In 1969-70, Clearview School opened and all the children from Alces, Flatrock, 
and Chmelyk were bussed to it.  
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This picture was at the Alces school Early schools in the North Peace had no 
library. Gradually, larger schools (especially those in Fort St. John) started to 
collect books and create their own libraries. This wasn’t a very feasible option 
for small rural schools that simply didn’t have the budget. The solution to this 
problem for all rural schools (and communities) in the Peace Region and up the 
Alaska Highway was a travelling library. The Public Library Commission ran this 
travelling library. The library van made the rounds to rural schools about once a 
month. Teachers and students borrowed enough books to see them through the 
month with the hope that the bus that hosted the library would be able to make it 
through whatever road and weather conditions were present the next month.  

This photograph shows a group of children choosing books outside of Alces 
School in the fall of 1963. The students are sitting and kneeling around the 
Public Library Commission boxes filled with books and eagerly selecting some 
to see them through the next few weeks. The library van is in the background. 
Alces is located near the BC-Alberta border and was later consolidated with 
other schools (Flatrock and Chmelyk) into Clearview School.  
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The Public Library Commission donated this photograph to the Fort St. John 
North Peace Museum in 1984. Want to know what it was like to be a travelling 
librarian? We have Howard Overend’s Book Guy: A Librarian in the Peace in 
the Museum Gift Shop. 
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Altona 

Altona	 1965-66	
	

Thompson,	Jean	
Altona	 1966-67	

	
Thompson,	Jean	

Altona	 1967-68	
	

Henshell,	Bill	
Altona	 1968-69	

	
Halikowski,	Pauline	

Altona	 1969-70	
	

Hackhofer,	W.	
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Anne Roberts Young 
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Antler School – Upper Pine (ish)   

Antler 
 
 

Antler 
1963-64 

 
Robillard, Robert 

 

Antler school was north, west of the ball diamond corner in Upper Pine 
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Attachie 

Attachie	 1960-61	
Attachie	 1961-62	
Attachie	 1962-63	
Attachie	 1963-64	
Attachie	 1964-65	
Attachie	 1965-66	
Attachie	 1966-67	
Attachie	 1967-68	
Attachie	 1968-69	
Attachie	 1969-70	
Attachie	 1970-71	
 

1942 The school was near Tompkins Ranch at the mouth of the Halfway River 
as it entered the Peace River.  
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Baldonnel School (East Fort St. John) 

SCHOOL YEAR 
 

TEACHER 

	    Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1924-25	 Miss	 Fortin,	Alice	
Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1925-26	 Miss	 Garrett,	Lillian	
Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1926-27	 Miss	 Garrett,	Lillian	
Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1927-28	 Miss	 Saunders	
Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1928-29	 Miss	 Gething,	L.	
Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1929-30	 Miss	 Petter	
Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1930-31	 Miss	 Petter	
Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1931-32	 Miss	 Petter	
Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1932-33	 Miss	 Petter	
Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1933-34	 Miss	 Petter	
Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1934-35	 Miss	 Petter	
Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1935-36	 Miss	 Edwards,	J.P.	
Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1936-37	 Miss	 Edwards,	J.P.	
Fort	St.	John	East	(Baldonnel)	 1937-38	 Miss	 Hanna,	M.E.	(Sp?)	
Baldonnel	 1939-40	

	
Ford,	R.W.	(Div.	I)			-		Mrs.	L.	Aubry	(Div.	II)	

Baldonnel	 1940-41	
	

Ford,	R.W.	(Div.	I)			-		Miss	E.	Lovedale	(Div.	II)	
Baldonnel	 1941-42	

	
Bruce,	C.A.	(Div.	I)			-		Miss	E.A.T.	Lovedale	(Div.	II)	

Baldonnel	 1942-43	
	

Murray,	P.L.	(Div.	I)		-			Miss	W.E.	Osmond	(Div.	II)	
Baldonnel	 1943-44	 Miss	 LaForge,	M.	(Div.	I)		-		Miss	B.	Moore	(Div.	II)	
Baldonnel	 1944-45	 Miss	 Sibley,	P.M.	(Div.	I)		-		Miss	A.M.	Vigdal	(Div.	II)	

Baldonnel	 1945-46	 Mrs.	 Hadland,	Evelyn	(Div.I)		-		Miss	Anna	Vigdal	(Div.	II)		-		Mrs.	
H.	Pelletier	(Sub.)	

Baldonnel	 1946-47	 Mrs.	 Hadland,	E.A.	
Baldonnel	 1947-48	 Mrs.	 Erickson,	E.I.		-		Miss	I.H.	Fassen		-		Miss	A.E.	Feagan	
Baldonnel	 1948-49	

	  Baldonnel	 1949-50	
	  Baldonnel	 1950-51	
	  Baldonnel	 1951-52	
	  Baldonnel	 1952-53	
	  Baldonnel	 1953-54	
	  Baldonnel	 1954-55	
	  Baldonnel	 1955-56	
	  Baldonnel	 1956-57	
	  Baldonnel	 1957-58	
	  Baldonnel	 1958-59	
	  Baldonnel	 1959-60	
	  Baldonnel	 1960-61	
	  Baldonnel	 1961-62	
	  Baldonnel	 1962-63	
	  Baldonnel	 1963-64	
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Other teachers were Miss Faith Parker, (Fell) who also taught in Sunrise, Miss 
Haslam, Pat Douglas, Gordon Thompson, Robert Ford, Charles Bruce, Vida 
Laura McDonald, Miss Saunders, Miss Lovedale (Hadland) 

In 1972 or there abouts, Dorothy Aalhus, Lillian Dingman, Ann Marie Erickson, 
Judith D Odynsky, Peter W. Odynsky.  

1924-25 the first School was called East Fort St. John until 1928 when the Post 
Office was started and the name Baldonnel given to it by Mr. Abbott who ran the 
Experimental farm.  It was built of logs with a frame end added later as the 
community grew. The highest attendance during the 14 years being 26. It was a 
1 room, 1 teacher until 1938.  

1938 – 39 a two room frame school was built and was called a Superior School. 
Of course there were two teachers as you will see in the Archival Records. This 
school was two rooms for six years.  

1945 – 46 the attendance dropped back to 29 pupils it was decided to only have 
one room and one teacher.  

The school was situated near the Baldonnel corner. Baldonnel is a community 
on the old road from Taylor Flats to Fort St. John from Charmichael Hill to the 
plain above the Peace River on the way to Fort St. John.  When the Alaska 
Highway was built, it veered a little west, went up another coulee and missed 
Baldonnel turning west on the same line when it reached it.  Baldonnel had the 
school in 1924, a post office in 1929, (established by Samuel Cushway and 
family) the first store in 1929 but it burned down in 1939. In 1930, the Church 
hall was built by an Anglican Missionary. 

Bart Allan from Michigan took out the first land in this area, one mile west of 
Baldonnel Corners in 1913 but due to his service in WWI he didn’t get back to it 
until 1920. He met a girl from a family called Cushway who moved in 1919 and 
married her. They had two children who later attended Baldonnel school. Some 
of the Cushway children attended Taylor Flats school until 1924 when 
Baldonnel school opened.  

In 1922, the LeClercs, Michauds, Hamiltons, Bourdons, and Mr. LeBlanc all 
came in Sepember on the old tug Ingenika. All settled in this School District. 
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Pupils were Spence Hadland, John Simpson, Ken Collpetts, Dick Hadland, 
Roger Hadland, Aubrey Foster, Jimmy Anderson, Marnie Warren, Milly 
Kirkpatrick, Diana Hadland, Louise Collpetts, Philip Hadland, Lorne Mattsom, 
Wallace Mattson, Billy McDonald, Wilford Mattson.  

In 1930, the church hall was built with lumber, 

After 1931 there were 15 teachers. 13 of them female and boarded at the 
Aalhus’ home. In 1969, electricity was installed.  

 

Baldonnel Elementary   Information as of 2018 
5836 Baldonnel Rd 
Baldonnel, BC V0C 1C6 

Phone: (250)789-3396 
Fax: (250)789-3287 
Web: https://baldonnel.prn.bc.ca 

 

Baldonnel Elementary School is a K-6 school located 15 minutes from the 
“energetic” community of Fort St. John, which is located in the beautiful Peace 
River Valley. Baldonnel School is midway between Fort St. John and the 
community of Taylor. We enroll 140 students, 29% of whom are Indigenous 
students. Students come from a wide area that includes numerous small and 
large acreages, the airport subdivision and two trailer courts. Our school has a 
staffing compliment of 7 very dedicated and collegial teachers and 5 support 
workers, as well as a teaching principal, secretary, learning assistant and 
Indigenous Support worker. Our school enjoys itinerant access to a range of 
services such as the District Band Program, elementary counselling and several 
different learning support district itinerants. 
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Some themes that characterize our school are a commitment to child centered 
learning, with a passion for enhancing reading and writing skills. We have an 
active Parent Advisory Committee and a very supportive parent community. 
This year our school will be focusing on pursuing excellence in critical and 
creative thinking skills while continuing with pursuing excellent reading and 
writing skills. Our goals also include career and applied skills development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bear Flat School -correct spelling 

Bear	Flats	 1921-22	 Mrs.	 Robinson,	E.A.	
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Bear	Flats	 1922-23	 Mrs.	 Robinson,	E.A.	
Bear	Flats	 1923-24	 Miss	 MacIntyre,	O.M.	
Bear	Flats	 1924-25	 Miss	 Parsell,	Anna	A.	
Bear	Flats	 1925-26	 Miss	 McDougall,	Edith	
Bear	Flats	 1926-27	 Miss	 McDougall,	Edith	
Bear	Flats	 1927-28	 Mrs.	 Gething,	J.V.	Jean	
Bear	Flats	 1928-29	 Mrs.	 Gething,	J.V.	
Bear	Flats	 1929-30	 Mrs.	 Gething,	J.V.	
Bear	Flats	 1930-31	

	
					Closed	

Bear	Flats	 1931-32	
	

Holland,	A.	
Bear	Flats	 1932-33	

	
Holland,	A.	

Bear	Flats	 1933-34	
	

					No	Report	
Bear	Flats	 1934-35	 Miss	 Proctor,	M.A.	
Bear	Flats	 1935-36	 Miss	 Proctor,	M.A.	
Bear	Flats	 1936-46	

	
				No	Report	

Bear	Flats	 1946-47	 Mrs.	 McLean,	J.I.	
Bear	Flats	 1947-48	 Mrs.	 McLean,	J.I.	
Bear	Flats	 1956-57	 Mrs.	 McLean,	J.I.	
Bear	Flats	 1957-58	 Mrs.	 McLean,	J.I.	
Bear	Flats	 1958-59	 Mrs.	 McLean,	J.I.	
Bear	Flats	 1959-60	

	  Bear	Flats	 1960-61	
	

Mrs.	Jessie	McLean	
Bear	Flats	 1961-62	

	
Mrs.	Jessie	McLean	

Bear	Flats	 1962-63	
	

Glen	Walker	–	Grade	5	
Bear	Flats	 1963-64	

	
Mrs.	Pat	Shear	finished	the	1964	school	year	

Bear	Flats	 1964-65	
	

Mr.	Bergen	filled	in	for	Mrs.	Brown	at	the	end	of	the	year	
Bear	Flats	 1965-66	

	
Mrs.	Bernice	Musgrove		

Bear	Flats	 1966-67	
	

Mrs.	Bernice	Musgrove	
 

From  information and pictures from Winnis Baker, Edith Freer-Johnson, 
Brad Watson, Judy Mahood, Sharon Watson-McLean, and Arlene Boon 

In 1921, the first school was built 22 feet by 30 feet with logs and had all 
homemade furnishings.  The second school was East of the Cache Creek 
bridge. The second Bear Flat school was on the South side of Highway 29 near 
Watson’s Road along the road to Hudson’s Hope. The other school in the area 
was the Attachie School that was located at the Tompkins Ranch at the 
confluence of the Halfway River and Peace River. (East of the Halfway River.  
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In 1921, Mrs. Robinson was the first teacher and had a salary of $1100. In 1922 
Olive MacIntyre from Vancouver received a salary of $1200. She married 
Constable Duncan and later lived in Pouce Coupe.  

The frame Bear Flat school was opened in 1957. She was living in Wonowon – 
101 and was sent to stay at the Watsons’ at Bear Flat so that the school could 
have enough to open the school. Mrs. Jessie McLean was the teacher.  

Bear Flats school closed in 1966-67 when buses started.  

The Bovees, Powells, and Bob Johnson families were some of settlers in the 
area. There were more families but here are a few, R.D. Symons Family, 
Musgrover, Carl Grimm.  

Edith Freer Johnson went to the frame school from Grade 1 – Grade 7 while 
Brad Watson went to school from Grade 1 to Grade 8. After Grade 8, the 
students took Correspondence.  

The property had a barn on it for the kids who rode their horses to school.  

As with other rural schools, the teacher either stayed in homes or in the 
teacherage which was sometimes attached to the school. Sometimes, students 
such as Edith stayed in the teacherage as they live 6 miles away and the road 
would be impassable.  
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Later Edythe Freer and Brian Tompkins’ children went to school until Attachie 
school opened at the Halfway.  
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The photo above is the first Bear Flat School. 

                                                                                                                                

This is the first Bear Flat School restored by Ken Boon.  
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The photo above was the second Bear Flat School located across the highway 
from Watson Road 
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 This info came from Edith Freer Johnson. The Bear Flat School, second one 
across from Watson Road.  
Beth Freer is ten years younger than Edith  
Edith went to the frame school from grade 1 to grade 7  
The property had a barn on it for the kids that rode their horses to school  
The following were teachers:  
Bernice Musgrove teacher  
Martha (Pat) Bazeley teacher  
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Mrs. Brown teacher  
There was a teacherage that was attached to the school where the teacher 
stayed. Sometimes Edith stayed in the teacherage. They lived 6 miles away and 
sometimes the road was impassable 
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This photo is of Jim Watson’s house that Ken Boon restored. This house was 
built and located at the West end of Bear Flat before being restored.  
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Bert Ambrose  2018 

 

Bert Ambrose Elementary 
9616 115 Avenue 
Fort St John, BC V1J 2Y1 

Phone: (250)785-2321 
Fax: (250)785-2386 
Web: https://ambrose.prn.bc.ca/ 

 

Bert Ambrose Elementary is a K-6 school located in the northeast corner of Fort 
St. John, in a picturesque setting, surrounded by a beautiful park and an 
outdoor skating rink. Our elementary school serves both an urban and rural 
community with a student population of 355 students, 9% of whom are First 
Nations students. Our school has a staffing compliment of fourteen divisions, 16 
teachers and 10 support workers as well a principal, vice principal, a reading 
intervention teacher and a part time librarian. Our school enjoys itinerant access 
to a range of services such as counseling and special education from a very 
supportive District Staff. 

Our Mission at Bert Ambrose elementary is to nurture and celebrate lifelong 
learning and social responsibility. Our school motto is to be RESPONSIBLE, 
RESPECTFUL, AND RESOURCEFUL, EVERYDAY! (The three R’s) 

Our school is totally committed to the principles of learning, and being a child 
centered school, with a focus on collaborative planning. We have an active 
Parent Advisory Committee and a very supportive parent community. This year 
our school will be focusing on three major goals, which are as follows: 

1.) To improve access and improve student, staff and parental knowledge, 
sequential skills & attitudes related to the Information Technology Curriculum. 
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2.) To increase student’s ability to analyze critically, solve problems, and make 
decisions in the key curricular areas with a focus in Reading. 

3.) To develop the school’s focus on social responsibility to ensure a safe 
learning environment. 

An exciting dimension of our school is the web site: (www.ambrose.prn.bc.ca ) 
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Bert Bowes – 2018 information 

Bert Bowes Middle School 
9816 106 Street 
Fort St John, BC V1J 4E6 

Phone: (250)785-6717 
Fax: (250)785-5043 
Web: https://bowes.prn.bc.ca/ 

 

Bert Bowes Middle School is a Gr. 7-9 school located in the community of Fort 
St. John, near the beautiful Peace River Valley. We enroll a population of 500 
students and offer a French Immersion program and a Band program. Our 
school has a staffing compliment of 25 teachers, 2 counselors, a part-time 
librarian and 9 support staff as well a principal and vice principal. We enjoy 
itinerant access to a range of services such as a learning resource disability 
teacher, teacher for visually impaired, school psychologist, E.S.L. specialist 
teacher and teacher for deaf/hard of hearing. 

Some themes that characterize our school are a commitment to student 
centered learning, and a focus on collaborative planning. We have an active 
Parent Advisory Committee and a supportive parent community. This year our 
school will be focusing on developing the literacy and numeracy skills of our 
students and social responsibility skills. Some exciting dimensions of the school 
are our Leadership, Peer Helping, At-Risk Students and Reading Intervention 
programs. Our school also offers an extensive extra-curricular program 
including volleyball, basketball, x-country running, track and field and golf. 
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Blueberry Indian Reserve no information as of January 2022 

The Indigenous students from the Blueberry attended Buick Creek until 1986. 
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Buick Creek School 1960s was also called Camp Mile 18 on the Beatton 
River Road 
Buick	Creek	 1962-63	

	
Taylor,	Lorena	

Buick	Creek	 1963-64	
	

Taylor,	Lorena	
Buick	Creek	 1964-65	

	
Black,	Walter	

Buick	Creek	 1965-66	
	

Koop,	Pearl	
Buick	Creek	 1966-67	

	
Golke,	Ed	

Buick	Creek	 1967-68	
	

Baldwin,	Bill	
Buick	Creek	 1968-69	

	
Wetmore,	Karen	
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Buick Creek School 2010 
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Camp 81 – Volk Crushing  
Camp	81	(Volk	Crushing)	 1950-51	
Camp	81	(Volk	Crushing)	 1951-52	
 

There were 8 students one year and 17 the next year. In 1950, it was the end of 
the pavement.  
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Camp 101 - Wonowon 

Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1945-46	
	

Netherfield,	Verna	W.	
Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1946-47	

	  Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1947-48	
	  Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1948-49	
	  Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1949-50	
	  Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1950-51	
	  Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1951-52	
	  Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1952-53	
	  Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1953-54	
	  Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1954-55	
	  Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1955-56	
	  Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1956-57	
	  Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1957-58	
	  Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1958-59	
	  Camp	101	(Wonowon)	 1959-60	
	  Wonowon	 1960-61	
	  Wonowon	 1961-62	
	  Wonowon	 1962-63	
	  Wonowon	 1963-64	
	  Wonowon	 1964-65	
	  Wonowon	 1965-66	
	  Wonowon	 1966-67	
	  Wonowon	 1967-68	
	  Wonowon	 1968-69	
	  Wonowon	 1969-70	
	  Wonowon	 1970-71	
	  

Wonowon	 1971-72	 	
Begby,	Shiela	Aileen		-		Brian	A.	Green			-			Ella	M.	Green			-		
Victor	Newman	
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Camp Mile 143 - Pink Mountain  

Mile 143 or Pink Mountain was one of the camps of the Canadian Army Corps 
who maintained the Alaska Highway until 1964. It was also one of the American 
army camps in 1942. 

This school was on the Sikanni River at Mile 163. 
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Camp Mile 163 - Sikanni 
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Camp 201 – Trutch 

Trutch	(Camp	Mile	201)	 1946-47	 Mrs.	 Netherfield,	V.W.	
Trutch	(Camp	Mile	201)	 1947-48	 Mrs.	 Netherfield,	V.W.	
Trutch	(Camp	Mile	201)	 1959-60	

	  Trutch	(Camp	Mile	201)	 1960-61	
	  Trutch	(Camp	Mile	201)	 1961-62	
	  Trutch	(Camp	Mile	201)	 1962-63	
	  Trutch	(Camp	Mile	201)	 1963-64	
	  Trutch	(Camp	Mile	201)	 1964-65	
	   

This school was at the Maintenance Camp on the Alaska Highway at Mile 201. 
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Cecil Lake – Amalgamated with Clearview 

Cecil	Lake	 1931-32	 Mrs	 Framst,	L.M.	
Cecil	Lake	 1932-33	 Mrs	 Framst,	L.M.	
Cecil	Lake	 1933-34	 Mrs	 Framst,	L.M.	
Cecil	Lake	 1934-35	 Mrs	 Framst,	L.M.	
Cecil	Lake	 1935-36	 Mrs.		 Teather,	L.M.	
Cecil	Lake	 1936-37	 Mrs.		 Teather,	L.M.	
Cecil	Lake	 1937-38	 Mrs.		 Teather,	L.M.	
Cecil	Lake	 1938-39	

	
Braathen,	H.	

Cecil	Lake	 1939-40	
	

Braathen,	H.	
Cecil	Lake	 1940-41	 Miss	 Awmack,	P.M.	
Cecil	Lake	 1941-42	 Miss	 Ritchings,	H.M.	
Cecil	Lake	 1942-43	 Mrs.	 Moore,	R.M.	
Cecil	Lake	 1943-44	 Miss	 Vigdal,	A.M.	
Cecil	Lake	 1944-45	 Mrs.		 McDonald,	V.	
Cecil	Lake	 1945-46	 		 Gross,	Jean	
Cecil	Lake	 1946-47	 Mrs.	 Evans,	R.B.		-		V.	McDonald	
Cecil	Lake	 1947-48	 Mrs.	 MacLachlan,	A.C.			-			R.A.	Waldie	
Cecil	Lake	 1948-49	

	  Cecil	Lake	 1949-50	
	  Cecil	Lake	 1950-51	
	  Cecil	Lake	 1951-52	
	

Unger,	George	
Cecil	Lake	 1952-53	

	  Cecil	Lake	 1953-54	
	  Cecil	Lake	 1954-55	
	  Cecil	Lake	 1955-56	
	  Cecil	Lake	 1956-57	
	  Cecil	Lake	 1957-58	
	  Cecil	Lake	 1958-59	
	  Cecil	Lake	 1959-60	
	

Davis,	Doreen	(Oakley)	

	    Cecil Lake School 

The school was located in the corner of the Green’s home quarter. Lot 1490, 
part of Sw ¼ Sec.29-twp 84 R17 W6M. It is a Crown Grant designated for 
“school only” which reverted back to the BC Government in May 1994. In 1931, 
the first school which was a log school, bard and ice house and toilets were built 
west of the store. There was no school at first, the pupils took correspondence. 
Mother Spence helped them. Then their Dad, Mr. Teather and others put up the 
log school, lumber desks and opened in the fall of 1931. There was scarely any 
snow. A gas lantern was purchased for the school by taking up a collection.  
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It burned down in 1945. In 1956, it was replaced by a frame building and in 
1956, the pupils and school moved to Transpine.  

 

 

A good little description and a few photos of the schools out Cecil Lake way. 
(From the most excellent book: A Community Tells it's Story: Cecil Lake 1925 - 
2000 by Louise Framst...available at the FSJ Museum book store) 
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Charlie Lake - Lake View School at Mile 54 was amalgamated with Charlie 
Lake. See Lake View School for information.  

Charlie	
Lake		 1924-25	 Miss	 McIntyre,	Margaret	A.	
Charlie	Lake		 1925-26	 Miss	 McIntyre,	Margaret	A.	
Charlie	Lake		 1926-27	

	
Garrett,	Wilfred	P.	

Charlie	Lake		 1927-28	
	

Garrett,	Wilfred	P.	
Charlie	Lake		 1928-29	 Miss	 Adams,	V.	
Charlie	Lake		 1929-30	 Miss	 Bell,	J		(Gross)	
Charlie	Lake		 1930-31	 Miss	 Bell,	J		(Gross)	
Charlie	Lake		 1931-32	 Mrs.	 Gross,	J.	
Charlie	Lake		 1932-33	 Miss	 Edward,	J.P.	(Pickell)	
Charlie	Lake		 1933-34	 Miss	 Edward,	J.P.	(Pickell)	
Charlie	Lake		 1934-35	 Miss	 Edward,	J.P.	(Pickell)	
Charlie	Lake		 1935-36	 Miss	 Welch,	M.L.	
Charlie	Lake		 1936-37	

	
Hubner,	R.	

Charlie	Lake		 1937-38	
	

Kennedy,	D.T.	
Charlie	Lake		 1938-39	

	
Kennedy,	D.T.			-		Miss	D.E.	Mitchell	

Charlie	Lake		 1939-40	
	

Kennedy,	D.T.			-		Mrs.	D.	E.	Kennedy	
Charlie	Lake		 1940-41	

	
Quaite,	J			-		Miss	K.	Smith	

Charlie	Lake		 1941-42	
	

MacKirdy,	D.H.	
Charlie	Lake		 1942-43	 Mrs.	 MacDonald,	V.			-		Mrs.	J.	Pease	
Charlie	Lake		 1943-44	 Mrs.	 Gross,	J.			-		Mrs.	J.	Pease	
Charlie	Lake		 1944-45	 Miss	 Krouse,	M.			-		Miss	I.	Vigdal	
Charlie	Lake		 1945-46	 Mrs.	 Kennedy,	B.			-		Inga	Vigdal	
Charlie	Lake		 1946-47	 Mrs.	 Coulpier,	R.			-		Miss	A.	Darnell	
Charlie	Lake		 1947-48	 Miss	 Callison,	J.E.			-		Miss	E.A.	Hadland	
Charlie	Lake		1948-49	 Miss	 Callison	
Charlie	Lake		 1949-50	 		 		
Charlie	Lake		 1950-51	

	  Charlie	Lake		 1951-52	
	  Charlie	Lake		 1952-53	
	  Charlie	Lake		 1953-54	
	  Charlie	Lake		 1954-55	
	  Charlie	Lake		 1955-56	
	  Charlie	Lake		 1956-57	
	  Charlie	Lake		 1957-58	
	  Charlie	Lake		 1958-59	
	

Cousins,	Amy	
Charlie	Lake		 1959-60	

	
Jensen,	Inga	

Charlie	Lake		 1960-61	
	

West,	Marilyn	
Charlie	Lake		 1961-62	

	
Gladys	Stipe	(Mrs.	Ed	Peterson)	

Charlie	Lake		 1962-63	
	  Charlie	Lake		 1963-64	
	  Charlie	Lake		 1964-65	
	  Charlie	Lake		 1965-66	
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Charlie	Lake		 1966-67	
	  Charlie	Lake		 1967-68	
	  Charlie	Lake		 1969-70	
	  Charlie	Lake		 1970-71	
	  

Charlie	Lake		 1971-72	 	
Ernie	Reimer,	Principal			-		Jeannette	
MacKay			-		Morfydd	Kroecher	
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Karen Walker My mom went to school there. It became the old Charlie lake store 
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How did schools celebrate Christmas over seventy years ago? Read this excerpt from the 
1948 Charlie Lake School Annual compiled by student Jacqueline Robinson: 
 
Our Christmas Concert 
By Jacqueline Robinson Grade 6 
 
We had a concert in the Junior room in the evening of December “17”. A very 
large crowd attended, so large that many could not get in. I was in a play called 
“A Good Impression. I was called Julia. 
We also had a country dance and Leonad fell backward in the tub of coffee 
while he was teasing Leverne. The Junior room had two dancees. Their 
costumes, one set black and white and the other blue, were very attractive. 
Santa Claus came down through the ventilation on a rope to give us our 
presents. While he was coming down his pant legs came up. 
Afterwards lunch was served. 
(Photo above glued into book)  
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Chmelyk 

Chmelyk	 1945-46	
	

Brown,	Dorothy	
Chmelyk	 1946-47	

	  Chmelyk	 1947-48	
	  Chmelyk	 1948-49	
	  Chmelyk	 1949-50	
	  Chmelyk	 1950-51	
	  Chmelyk	 1951-52	
	  Chmelyk	 1952-53	
	  Chmelyk	 1953-54	
	  Chmelyk	 1954-55	
	  Chmelyk	 1955-56	
	  Chmelyk	 1956-57	
	  Chmelyk	 1957-58	
	  Chmelyk	 1958-59	
	  Chmelyk	 1959-60	
	  Chmelyk	 1960-61	
	  Chmelyk	 1961-62	
	  Chmelyk	 1962-63	
	  Chmelyk	 1963-64	
	  Chmelyk	 -	
	

Chmelyk,	Dorothy	

	    1946 – 46  The school started and was located on SE1/4, Sec 2. Twp 83, 
Range 15 south of the Flatrock area.  

1963 – 64 The school was closed and became part of Clearview.  
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Christian Life (Fort St. John) 
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Clayhurst School  

Clayhurst	 1931-32	 Miss	 Stone,	H.L.	
Clayhurst	 1932-33	 Miss	 Morton,	E.G.	
Clayhurst	 1933-34	 Miss	 Morton,	E.G.	
Clayhurst	 1934-35	 Mrs.	 Gething,	J.V.	
Clayhurst	 1935-36	

	
Bower,	F.J.	

Clayhurst	 1936-37	
	

Bower,	F.J.	
Clayhurst	 1937-38	

	
Bower,	F.J.	

Clayhurst	 1938-39	 Miss	 Cuthbert,	M.A.	
Clayhurst	 1939-40	 Miss	 Cuthbert,	M.A.	
Clayhurst	 1940-41	

	
Borthwick,	D.	

Clayhurst	 1941-42	 Mrs.	 Craig,	W.A.	
Clayhurst	 1942-43	 Mrs.	 Craig,	P.	
Clayhurst	 1943-44	 Mrs.	 Craig,	P.	
Clayhurst	 1944-45	 Mrs.	 Craig,	P.	
Clayhurst	 1945-46	 Mrs.	 Craig,	P.	
Clayhurst	 1946-47	 Miss	 Brown,	D.E.		-		Mrs.	P.	Craig	
Clayhurst	 1947-48	 Mrs.	 Craig,	P.	
Clayhurst	 1948-49	 Mrs.	 Craig	
Clayhurst	 1949-50	 Miss	 Dokken	
Clayhurst	 1950-51	 Miss	 Diakin	
Clayhurst	 1951-52	 Miss	 Johnson,	V.	
Clayhurst	 1952-53	 Miss	 Johnson,	V.	
Clayhurst	 1953-54	 Mrs.	 Craig	
Clayhurst	 1954-55	 Mrs.	 Craig	
Clayhurst	 1955-56	 Mrs.	 Craig	
Clayhurst	 1956-57	 Mrs.	 Craig	
Clayhurst	 1957-58	 Mr.	 Zunti,	F	
Clayhurst	 1958-59	 Mr.	 Zunti,	F.	
Clayhurst	 1959-60	 Mr.	 Easingwood,	A.	
Clayhurst	 1960-61	 Mr.	 Easingwood,	A.	
Clayhurst	 1961-62	 Mr.	 Easingwood,	A.	
Clayhurst	 1962-63	 Mrs.	 McGarvey		-		Mrs.	Epp	
Clayhurst	 1963-64	 Mrs.	 McGarvey		-		Mrs.	Epp	
Clayhurst	 1964-65	 Mrs.	 McGarvey		-		Mrs.	Epp	
Clayhurst	 1965-66	 Mr.	 Lister			-		Mrs.	Lister	
Clayhurst	 1966-67	 Mr.	 Lorenz			-		Mrs.	Lorenz	
Clayhurst	 1967-68	 Mr.	 Lorenz			-		Mrs.	Lorenz	
Clayhurst	 1968-69	 Mr.	 Schultz,	D.			-			Mrs.	Schultz	

	     

The first school was built on the southeast corner of Palmer Leeland’s 
homestead quarter, SW ¼ Sec 20 Twp 83, R13, W6M at what was known as 
Clayhurst corner. Clayhurst School opened after Easter 1932 with Miss Stone 
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as teacher. She had seventeen students in her class – eight boys and nine girls 
– with an average attendance of thirteen to fourteen students per day. She 
taught grades one through seven with most of her students in grade one. Miss 
Stone’s annual salary was $1230 of which she received $369.00 as she only 
taught for sixty-one days. The school burned shortly after it opened so Miss 
Stone and her students had to finish the term in Bill Ewaniak’s house. Miss 
Stone drowned in the Peace during that year.  

A new log school was built on SW1/4 Sec. 20, Twp 83, W6M on the Northeast 
corner of the road. Miss Morton was the teacher with 27 pupils. The school was 
later sided with lumber and painted. A porch was added and a stable built. This 
school served the community until 1954. 

In 1955 a portable type school was set on a two acre plot on SW ¼ Sec7 Twp 
83, R.13. W6M opposite the Community Hall and postoffice (1988) School was 
held here from 1954 until the Clearview School was built in 1969. School 
busses started to transport pupils to it in 1972.  

The portable school building was moved to Clearview school and set up next 
the west entrance to serve as an extra classroom. Later it was sold to the 
Golata Creek Community Club to add to their newly renovated Community Hall.  
 

This information on the chart (teachers, salary, students and their gender and 
grade breakdowns, and teacher’s certificates) was assembled by Winnis Baker. 
The Winnis Baker School Fonds is a gold mine of information on schools in the 
North Peace including these charts, articles on schools, reminiscences of early 
teachers, etc.  
For example, Mr. Francis Bower, shared what it was like to start off his teaching 
career in Clayhurst. As you can see from the chart, he taught there from the 
1935-36 school year to the 1937- 1938 year. By that point a school had been 
erected on Carl Clay’s homestead to replace the one that had burned.  
Mr. Bower recalls, “When I arrived at the boarding place, I quickly left to see my 
school. It was 30 below zero and cold. I trudged through the snow a quarter of a 
mile and opened the door. It was 30 below inside the school. The date was the 
third of January, 1936.  
There had been a Christmas dance and concert two weeks before. It had been 
a boisterous affair and two windows had been broken. There were papers, etc. 
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everywhere and the blackboards were covered with Christmas pictures and 
designs.  
I immediately prepared a fire in the barrel heater and burned much of the 
papers. I very quickly put cardboard over one of the broken windows and hung 
my overcoat over the other. I had a bucket of snow melting on the stove to wash 
the blackboards. In the meantime I continued to clean up the school. 
Now I began to wash the Christmas decorations off the blackboards. I used the 
metalled snow for that but as I rubbed I quickly saw that I was not successful, 
for the water froze to the blackboards over the decorations, which now would 
not come off. I gave up the removal of the decorations for a later time when the 
room was warmer. 
I now turned to washing the floor, which had much coloured chalk on it and 
much food, and coal stains – more melted snow and I got down on my knees to 
rub the spots. I got along better than I had with the blackboard but as I slopped 
water on the floor I noticed here and there the drops of water turning to ice on 
the floor.  
As it was too chilly and cold to do much cleaning of the school, I stoked the fire 
and returned to my boarding place. I had to return to the school every two hours 
to put more wood on the fire.” 
Luckily, Mr. Bower succeeded in getting the school in shape in time for classes 
to start the next day. He was paid $78/month to be a teacher.  
If you’re a teacher, how did your first day on the job compare to Mr. Bower’s?  
To learn more about schools in this area, feel free to visit our archives and read 
more in the Winnis Baker School Fonds. 
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Clayton 

Clayton	 1930-31	
	

McDougal,	Dorothy	
Clayton	 1931-33	

	
Hesslum,	Evelyn	

Clayton	 1934	
	

Thompson,	Gordon	
Clayton	 1936	

	
Tracy,	Ed	

Clayton	 1936-37	
	

Tracy,	Frank	
Clayton	 1937-38	

	
Donaldson,	Gordon	

Clayton	 1938-39	
	

McDougal,	Dorothy	
Clayton	 1939	

	
Duncan,	Raymond	

Clayton	 1940-41	
	

Hall,	Ernie	
Clayton	 1941	

	
Svenson,	Adeline	

Clayton	 1942	
	

Taylor,	June	B.	

	    The school was named after Clay Martin who was the first person in the area. 
He came from Calgary and desperately tried to cattle ranch. He helped cut the 
first Fort Nelson Train and freighted supplies with the Clarke brothers.  

The school was SE of Montney (across from Tom Dunns). It was on the North 
side of the stream South of Montney near Martin’s ranch.  

The building in 1929 was a rough log building used for the school. In 1930, a 
new log school was built further North called Clayton School. The teacher was 
Evelyn Hasslum.  As more settlers moved in further North, another Clayton 
school was build in 1939 by Shorty Long. In 1942 a portable building was 
brought in West and North and Clayton’s School was renamed Montney. 
Clayton School moved to near the Montney Hall in 1936- 37. 

In 1973, the children were bussed to Upper Pine School. 

It is to be noted that after the land was surveyed for the province in 1930, many 
more settlers moved in and Montney had a store, garage, and two churches.  
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Clearview - The Clearview History Book can be found at the Fort St. 
Museum and is a comprehensive history of the Clearview School.  

Clearview	Consolidated	
	
In 1969, fifteen acres of land were purchased from Lyle Edwards on NE ¼ Sec. 
33, Twp. 84, Range 15, W6M on which to build a consolidated school. As far 
as we can tell from Winnis’s records at the time of her research, the teachers 
were: 
 
1975:  Hazel May Framst, Louise Susy Framst, Harold Henry Kumka, Louise   
          Teresa Miller, Brian Charles Mitchel, Telford Earl Penfold, William Ruben   
         Stockman, Peter Norman Wiebe 
 
1979:  Doreen Evelyn Oakley, Lorene Margaret Taylor 
 
1983:  Robert James Bennetts, Bruce Will or Webb Cummings, Selme 
Gunther, Harvey Austin Hamm, Andy Gordon Hunter, Neva Louise Low, Luella 
Martha Mclain, Orian Wade Mclain, Yvonne Ernestine Mercer, Elsie Ann 
Mitchel, Mary Ann Schuster, Catharine Jean Sears, John Andrew Sears.  
 
Clearview school included: 
           Flatrock (Chmelyk, Alces or Golata Creek)  
           Transpine - 1931 (Cecil Lake - 1931, Erinlea - 1932),  
           Clayhurst – 1932 
           Moose Creek – 1953 
           Goodlow – 1963 
 
In 1969, there were 234 students and in 1970 there were 251 students.  
 
	 1969-70	
The portable school building from Clayhurst was moved to Clearview school 
and set up next the west entrance to serve as an extra classroom. Later that 
building was sold to the Golata Creek Community Club to add to their newly 
renovated Community Hall.  
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Historical	Timeline	of	Clearview	School	
	
November		 1969	 Clearview	School	Opens	(Cost	$258,000)	
	

June	 	 1971	 Clearview	Elementary	Junior	Secondary	School	Officially	Dedicated	
	

September	 1973	 Kindergarten	begins	half	day	sessions.	
	

	 	 1975	 Arena	Built	
	

	 	 1976	 Kindergarten	begins	full	day	sessions.	
	

	 	 1976	 Arena	Completed	and	Opened	(Cost	$250,000)	
	

	 	 1978	 Construction	of	shop,	home	economics	and	science	room	begin.	
	

	 	 1979	 Addition	Completed	(Cost	$400,000)	
	

	 	 1979	 Grade	9	Added	
	

	 	 1980	 Grade	10	Added	
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June	 	 1986	 Boundary	Lake	Camp	Closed		
	

1987	 Old	portables	removed	and	new	ones	brought	in.	(Old	Clayhurst	School		
Kindergarten	Room	for	14)	was	donated	to	Golata	Creek	Hall	addition.	

	 	 	

1988	 Storage	room	built	to	join	portables	to	the	main	school.	
	

	 	 1989	 20th	Anniversary	Celebration	planned.	
	

	 	 1990	 Extension	of	Arena	and	installation	of	artificial	ice	in	construction	phase.	
	

	(Cost	$746,000)	
	 	 2000	 Dedicated	computer	room.	
	

2003	 Principal	Amarjit	Poar	organizes	the	planting	of	100's	of	mature	evergreen												
trees		around	the	school	grounds.	

	 	 	

2012	 Home	economics	room	was	upgraded	to	include	6	kitchens.	
	

	 	 2013	 Outdoor	basketball	court	completed.	
	

	 	 2014		 New	full	size	gym	completed.	
	

	 	 2016	 Old,	small	gymnasium	became	the	“Learning	Centre."	
	

	 	 2016	 Old	Fort	in	the	Elementary	Playground	was	resurfaced	by	the	PAC	
	

June	 	 2016	 Last	graduating	class	of	grade	10's	at	Clearview	School.		Clearview	is	now		
	

	 	 	 Kindergarten	to	Grade	9	only.	
	

	 	 2017	 New	school	sign	with	sports	logo	(Colts)	placed	on	the	school.	
	

	 	 2020	 Science	lab	gets	a	complete	upgrade.	
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CM Finch - Information as of 2018 

 

CM Finch Elementary 
10904 106 Street 
Fort St John, BC V1J 4G3 

Phone: (250)785-8580 
Fax: (250)785-8581 
Web: https://cmfinch.prn.bc.ca 

 

CM Finch is a K-6 school located in the northeast quadrant of Fort St. John, 
which is located in the beautiful Peace River Valley. We enroll a population of 
250 students. Our school has a staffing complement of 13 teachers and 15 
educational assistants as well as a principal, aboriginal support worker, part 
time reading recovery teacher and part time librarian. Our school enjoys 
itinerant support in the areas of physiotherapy, hearing and vision. 

Some themes that characterize our school are a commitment to the inclusion of 
special needs students and active learning. We have a busy Parent Advisory 
Council and a supportive parent community. This year our school will be 
focusing on improved development of reading, writing, math and social 
responsibility skills. Some exciting dimensions of our school are the resource 
room for elementary students with special needs, an extensive school 
beautification project and plans for a new playground. 
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Crystal Springs – Amalgamated with Montney 

Crystal	Springs	 1930-32	
	

Tilton,	Dorothy	
Crystal	Springs	 1932-33	

	
Gross,	Jean	

Crystal	Springs	 1933-36	 Mr.	 Latimer	
Crystal	Springs	 1936-37	

	
Wright,	William	

Crystal	Springs	 1937-38	
	

Holt,	Marjorie	
Crystal	Springs	 1938-39	

	
Patterson,	Christien	

Crystal	Springs	 1939-40	
	

Hansen,	Mary	
Crystal	Springs	 1940-41	

	
Grant,	Patrick	C.	

Crystal	Springs	 1941-42	 Mrs.	 Nelson	
Crystal	Springs	 1942	

	
McDonald,	Mary	

Crystal	Springs	 1942-44	
	

Moore,	Rhoda	
Crystal	Springs	 1944-45	

	
Anderson,	Joyce	

Crystal	Springs	 1945-46	
	

Clarke,	Margaret	
Crystal	Springs	 1946-47	

	
Black,	Ruth	

Crystal	Springs	 1947-49	
	

Anderson,	Joyce	
Crystal	Springs	 1949-50	

	
Dahl,	Joan	

Crystal	Springs	 1950-51	
	

Ball,	Georgiana	
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Notes: The first school was said to have been held in the Ross cabin. In 1931, 
the school where the ruins are today was on Tom Peever’s land and was there 
until 1952. 
The school was 2 miles West, then 2 miles North of Montney corners.  

History of Crystal Springs School by Jim Waite 

The first school in Montney area was located in the abandoned W.W. Ross 
trading post in 1930, which consisted of log buildings - a big barn, large enough 
for six or eight freight teams. The house was also large, with no partitions – but 
contained a kitchen range, heater of some sort and six or eight wooden bunk 
beds for teamsters and post staff, probably two people. The small store 
became the first school. Just to the north of the buildings were several springs 
that flowed to the south west into Montney Creek. Consequently, the school 
was named Crystal Springs. 
 
The interior had very little resemblance of being a school. Henry Waite, Ralph 
and Jack Bell manufactured two seat desk combinations, each were about 10 
or 12 feet long on saw horse type legs. Neither had a great deal of writing 
space on top. 
The blackboard was also made of a few pieces of lumber nailed together and 
cover with a few sheets of tar paper. When the top sheet became too white 
from chalk dust, it was stripped off, exposing a shinny black one. The building 
also had a leaky roof, which we learned during the first rain. A post bellied 
wood stove was installed for winter use. A Coleman gas lantern was hung up 
for light when needed. I think there was one small window on the south side. 
 
Miss Dorothy Tilton became our first teacher, after attending a normal school it 
must have been a harrowing experience for her to walk into such crude 
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surroundings for her first assignment. She boarded at the Bell residence 
nearby. I can’t remember what she had for a desk – but she had the old-
fashioned strap. She was a pretty good teacher, considering what she had to 
work with. One thing, I will say is that she was an excellent drama teacher, she 
put on excellent concerts for Christmas and again at Easter. 
 
We had no wall maps and very few text books and usually only one of each, 
which we had to share. There was only one dictionary and I think it was Miss 
Tiltons’.  
Nine children were required to open a school at that time – they were Pat Bell, 
self appointed tough guy, who tried to act well beyond his age of thirteen, he 
never harmed anyone but he developed a real swagger, which he carried 
through most of his life - but basically a pretty nice person. The rest of the 
children were - Don and Zylpha Busche and cousin Mildred Busche. The rest of 
the students were the Waite family – Clifford, Harold, Joyce and Mary, at the 
age of five decided that if Joyce could go to school, she could and did. At the 
age of 10, I was the ninth student. 
 
The new school, also built of logs, was located a mile West and a mile and half 
North on the South East corner of Bill Kearns land. It was built by Harry Waite, 
Ed Kilty, Chance Hassard, Frank and Russel Busche and carpenter Noah 
Jeffery, who made the window and door, six big windows on the South side and 
one on the North. He also made the blackboards - once again made of lumber 
and several sheets of tar paper, two this time, about three feet by ten, with an 
addition... they had a shelf to hold chalk and real blackboard brushes. The 
heater was manufactured from a gas drum by a blacksmith, Alex Turner, who 
lived and worked at Montney. 
 
The new school was equipped with conventional desks but they looked as 
though they had been salvaged from some warehouse. There was also a desk 
for the teacher that had also been through the mill. Two roll up wall maps were 
installed, one showing countries, provinces, states and major rivers, lakes and 
cities, etc. The other was a topographical – both were about two feet by three. 
The second year after opening of the new school. Which retained the name 
“Crystal Springs”, we acquired nearly enough text books to operate in a near 
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normal fashion, except for a couple of subjects for grades seven and eight that 
had to be shared. 
During the winter for a couple of years, all the children had a couple drops of 
iodine put on their tongues – which was resented by everyone. Also during the 
winter the school board supplied cocoa and sugar for a hot drink at noon. The 
children brought milk to put in it – if and when it could be spared, otherwise it 
was made with water from Al Tiegs well. Gwen Paris and Mildred Busche 
became the designated cooks. They had quite a problem in keeping the post 
balanced on top of a horizontal barrel. I can’t remember them having a mishap. 
 
There was one occasion that I will never forget, that was when the first and only 
inspector came to our school while I was there. He must have been in an ugly 
mood from beating his way through the mud - I can’t remember how he got 
there, transportation wise. Upon arriving. He order the grade eight student to 
draw a map of China. Freehand from memory, putting in the major rivers and 
towns – what a disaster! 
 
Mrs. Jean Gross followed Miss Tilton for the third year for one year. She was 
an excellent teacher, stern but fair. She used to come back to school in the 
evening; one day during the week and again on the weekend to teach German 
to those who were interested, including parents if they desired. That resulted in 
a two mile walk each way from Bill Kearns place where she boarded and it was 
all uphill going back.  
 
Mr. Edgar Latimer took over from Mrs. Gross. He was also an excellent teacher 
and taught me through Grade 8. He boarded at Ernie Paris’s place, two and 
half miles away. During the summer, he was umpire for out ballgames, in which 
nearly all the children were involved.  
The last four months of school term were pretty hectic for the four students in 
grade 8 – Gwen Paris, Lois Nielsen, Melville Clarke and myself. Mr. Latimer 
stayed another hour after school, two days a week – getting us prepared for the 
government exams to be held in Fort St John. We also had two to three hours 
of homework as well. The exams turned out to be very tough, even for the 
bright students, plus having to contend with two teachers, incessantly walking 
the aisles, making certain that we didn’t cheat or help each other. All the grade 
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eight students north of the Peace River had to write in Fort St John. 
 
Recreation wise, we had to create our own. The first couple of years we made 
our own bats and balls. We made the balls from binder twine saved from feed 
bundles. We tied pieces of twine together and wound them as tight as we 
could, then made a cover of moose hide from old moccasins tops or old boot 
tops – sometimes no cover. The bats, we made out of willow or birch or what 
was available. We also played Shinny – the sticks that we made were 
somewhat similar to field hockey sticks, even though we had never seen one. 
They were nearly all made of willow, cut off near the ground where they had a 
natural bend. 
 
In winter if it wasn’t too cold – it was fox and goose or building snow forts and 
snowball fights, which got pretty rough at times – especially when there was a 
Chinook and the snow would pack hard. We also made our own sleds, skis and 
toboggans, which we took to school if so inclined. We had some pretty wild 
rides on the hill right at the school.  
 
When it was too cold, competitive top spinning was the rage. The tops were 
made from empty thread spools, cut in half and tapering them to the hole – 
driving in a pointed centre peg, with a long enough upper shank to go through a 
small hole in a piece of wood. By winding a spring around the upper stem and 
by pulling the string with a jerk, generating high R.P.M, when the string was 
pulled free of the top, it would drop to the floor and spin for a considerable time, 
depending on R.P.M. generated. 
 
My formal education ended in 1934 upon finishing grade eight. That was a sad 
day for me, as I enjoyed going to school. Learning was always a challenge, 
which I accepted head on and remained with me through out life.  
 
The children that attended Crystal Springs School during the last couple of 
years that I was there were: Alfred Basler, Don and Zylpha Busche, Norma, 
Melville, Lawson and Kenneth Clarke, George Jeffery, Irvine and Crlyle 
Hofstrand, Gwen Paris, Mildred Busche, Douglas Holliday, Dennis, Daisy and 
Molly Callison, Deloris and Jean Callison, Lois, Eloise and Beryl Nielson, Ila 
Rutledge, Gordon Kitty, Bob Parker, Jean and Herbert Nicholson, Ada and 
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Hans Myhre, Merrill Peever plus the Waite family – Clifford, Harold, Ralph, 
Joyce, Connie, Verna and myself. 
 
The teachers that followed Mr. Latimer after I left school were: - Willy Wright, 
Harvey Michelson, Pat Grant, Dorothy McDougal, Mary Hansen, Mary 
MacDonald, Marjorie Holt, Faith Parker, Christine Peterson, Rhoda Moore, Mr. 
Nelson, Jodis Bjornson, Joyce Anderson, Colleen Cage, Margaret Grey, 
Georgina Ball and Ruth Black. I don’t know what years they taught or the years 
that they did.  
The Crystal Springs school ceased to exist in 1951, when a new school was 
built in Montney and the children were bused from then on. 
The old school looks pretty forlorn - the roof has collapsed and is slowly rotting 
away from the ground up, but it still has many fond memories even though 
there were lots of hard times. 
Written by Jim Waite 
 
This photograph shows the inside of Crystal Springs School. It’s pretty rare to 
find the inside shot of one of our historic buildings! I’ve been researching 
schools in this area as we are redoing our schoolhouse exhibit signs this year. 
There are some great records that come out of Crystal Springs School from 
Edgar Latimer who taught there from 1933 to 1936 that show many of the 
challenges of teaching at a rural school during that era.  
 
Edgar was trained at a normal school, which was geared towards teaching one 
grade. He found teaching grade one through eight was challenging:  
“It surely is hard to take up a lesson with every grade in nearly every subject 
during the day, and to keep those who aren’t reciting profitable employed in the 
meanwhile… I am sufficiently bewildered with grades one and two. They need 
so much personal attention, and yet so does grade eight.” 
He went on to lament: “I could spend every bit of my time preparing schoolwork. 
These 7 grades surely tax my abilities. I wish I was brilliant enough to go ahead 
and teach without any preparation. I don’t seem to be getting anywhere as it is. 
Work is far behind in all subjects, in all grades.” 
 
If teaching eight grades wasn’t enough, Edgar had to prepare his grade eight 
students for their government exams, which would allow them to attend high 
school. He spent two and a half hours on Saturdays starting in May to prepare 
them. He wrote, “I’ve done about all I can for them. Their government exams 
start a week from tomorrow. The four pupils have to go to Fort St. John to write 
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them. I’ve been having them try the Entrance papers of the last 4 years, and the 
results are very discouraging. They can’t even pass some subjects. I don’t know 
what will happen when they get down to St. John in strange surroundings.”  
 
As a teacher, Edgar was required to do many different tasks such as planning 
the Christmas concert, doing janitorial work, visiting students’ families, etc. He 
exclaimed to his parents in a letter, “There are so many things to think of! The 
combination of plans for the play, Christmas concert, together with school work, 
and exams just concluded has made my poor head pretty muddled. In this 
country, there is no limit to the amount of work, visiting, etc. that the teacher is 
supposed to do. I’m rushed all the while. The minister is in the same position. 
Yet people think we have very little to do!” 
 

	



189	
	

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



190	
	

Cypress Creek no information as of January 2022 

Cypress	Creek	 1970?	
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Doig (Indian Reserve)   
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Dr. Kearney Information as of 2018 

Dr Kearney Jr Secondary 
10723 92 Street 
Fort St John, BC V1J 3J4 

Phone: (250)785-8378 
Fax: (250)785-1678 
Web: https://kearney.prn.bc.ca/ 

 

Dr. Kearney Middle School is a vibrant junior middle school offering classes in 
grades 7-9. We are situated within the bustling community of Fort St. John, 
which is located in the beautiful Peace River Valley. We enroll a diverse student 
population of 550, 20 % of whom are of First Nations descent. Our school has a 
staffing compliment of 30 teachers and 20 support staff. The staff includes a 
principal, vice principal, counseling services, special education personnel and 
part time librarian. In addition to a full range of educational services the school 
also supports a Life Skills program for students living with physical and 
developmental challenges. 

Our school embodies a commitment to child centered learning, a focus on 
collaborative planning, and providing a quality education in a caring 
environment. We have an active Parent Advisory Committee and a supportive 
parent community. This year our school will be focusing on developing the 
literacy skills of our students, and improving student achievement in 
mathematics. Some other exciting dimensions of our school include our 
outstanding programs in the areas of visual and performance arts, our 
provincially acclaimed 1st Nations Program and the extensive range of extra 
curricular opportunities that are available to students. 
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Duncan Cran 

From Archived Duncan Cran page-keeping to maintain history 

	

	

	

How was Duncan Cran School named? In order to come up with the name for 
the school the general public was asked for suggestions. Duncan Cran's name 
was submitted most often, most likely to honour him for all the work he did for 
others and the community. Most of the other schools were given their names 
because the land was previously owned by that particular family or the 
namesake had been a prominent figure on the school board. 

Mr. Duncan Cran lived in Fort St John for 48 years. He was a land surveyor in 
the North Peace River Country. Mr Cran did a lot to make Fort St John a good 
community. He would visit people in the hospital and gave them oranges to 
cheer them up. He worked in the Anglican Church, the Red Cross and the 
Legion. He was a good friend to many people.  

Mr. Cran was a very modest person and not much is written about him. He was 
a very well read man and often wrote letters to the editor of the Alaska Highway 
news and other publications in response to things he had read. A great many of 
his letters were published. 
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Duncan Cran Elementary Information as of 2018 
8130 89 Avenue 
Fort St John, BC V1J 5S5 

Phone: (250)787-0417 
Fax: (250)785-1581 
Web: https://duncan.prn.bc.ca 

 

Duncan Cran Elementary School is a K-6 school located in the friendly 
community of Fort St. John, which is located in the beautiful Peace River Valley. 
We enroll a population of 320 students. 23% of or students have a First Nations’ 
ancestry. Our school has a staffing complement of 17 teachers and 16 support 
workers as well a principal, vice principal, Reading Recovery teacher, MAKER 
teacher and librarian. Our schools enjoy itinerant access to a range of services. 

Some themes that characterize our school are a commitment to child centered 
learning, a focus on collaborative planning and Zones of Regulation. Our grade 
six students are part of a Curriculum with Technology (CWT) and each student 
has an Ipad to support their learning. We have an active Parent Advisory 
Committee and a supportive parent community. Our Framework for Enhanced 
Student Learning for the 2018-19 school year focuses on improving the literacy, 
numeracy, social responsibility and career development of all our students. 
Some exciting dimensions of our school are Aboriginal Support Program, and 
our Social Emotional Learning. 
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Erinlea 

Erinlea	 1933-34	 Mrs.	 Neal,	M.F.	
Erinlea	 1934-35	 Mrs.	 Neal,	M.F.	
Erinlea	 1935-36	

	  Erinlea	 1936-37	 Miss	 Weaver,	B.H.	
Erinlea	 1937-38	

	
Cleland,	R.D.	

Erinlea	 1938-39	 Mrs.	 Scharf,	J.M.	
Erinlea	 1939-40	 Mrs.		 Scharf,	J.M.	
Erinlea	 1940-41	

	
Hatch,	E.W.	

Erinlea	 1941-42	 Miss	 Cuthbert,	C.	
Erinlea	 1942-1953	

	
				No	Report	

Erinlea	 1953-54	
	  Erinlea	 1954-55	
	  Erinlea	 1955-56	
	  Erinlea	 1956-57	
	  Erinlea	 1957-58	
	  Erinlea	 1958-59	
	  Erinlea	 1959-60	
	  Erinlea	 1960-61	
	  Erinlea	 1961-62	
	  Erinlea	 1962-63	
	  Erinlea	 1963-64	
	  Erinlea	 1964-65	
	

		
Erinlea	

	  
Webb,	Kathleen	
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Farrell Creek  See Forfar School for more information 
Farrell	Creek	 1929	

	
Mae	MacDonald	

Farrell	Creek	 1940-41	 Mrs.	 Gross,	J.	
Farrell	Creek	 1941-42	 Miss	 Tompkins,	A.M.	
Farrell	Creek	 1942-43	 Mrs.	 Passmore,	D.	
Farrell	Creek	 1943-44	 Mrs.	 Passmore,	D.	
 
The school was built near the Ardill Ranch and was open until 1944. For a time, 
the pupils were moved to Tompkins Ranch and it became Forfar school. This 
school was opened in 1941 at Farrell Creek mostly to education the children of 
Dan MacDonald. Three years later he moved to Victoria and the school closed.  
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Fish Creek Community School 	

Fish Creek Community School was established in 1929, after Daniel Donaldson 
contacted the Attorney-General of British Columbia and told him how badly a 
school was needed north of Fort St. John so that small children wouldn’t have to 
walk four miles to school and four miles home again. Daniel Donaldson was the 
grandfather of Alene Darnall (now Peck) who was to attend the school. Two 
children from a... 

Daniel Donaldson was the grandfather of Alene Darnall (now Peck) who was to 
attend the school. Two children from across Fish Creek were “borrowed” so that 
there would be enough children to form a school. It was a small log building 
about twenty feet by fourteen feet. It was located three miles north of the centre 
of Fort St. John. In 1933-34, the school was moved half a mile west and a 
quarter mile north to better serve more families.  

 Miss Barbara Bernard (later Ambrose) and Miss Jean McIntyre were the 
teachers for this school house, teaching grades one to eight.  

 Paul Boyko attended Fish Creek School in 1935-36 for grade one. He was one 
of three students in this grade and finished at the top of his class. He was taught 
reading, spelling, language and literature, writing, mathematics, drawing, and 
nature study. Fellow student Alene Darnall recalled the teacher writing notes 
and assignments on the blackboard and the students copying the notes and 
completing the assignments. If the teacher was busy with a particular grade, the 
older children helped the younger ones.  

 Report cards went home every two months. Paul’s father had to sign off on the 
back that he had seen the report card. There was only this one copy of the 
report card that went back and forth as there wasn’t the ability to photocopy and 
print like today. Paul’s teacher, Barbara Ambrose, had to write in the marks in 
pen – both letter and number grades. She also had to record his lates and 
absences as well as rate his conduct and attitude to work. Paul did well (mostly 
As and Bs) and was promoted to grade two 
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Fish Creek 
Fish	Creek		 1931-32	 Miss	 Bernard,	B.K.	
Fish	Creek		 1932-33	 Miss	 Bernard,	B.K.	
Fish	Creek		 1933-34	 Miss	 McIntyre,	J.M.	
Fish	Creek		 1934-35	 Miss	 McIntyre,	J.M.	
Fish	Creek		 1935-36	 Miss	 Ambrose,	B.K.	
Fish	Creek		 1936-37	 Miss	 Ambrose,	B.K.	
Fish	Creek		 1937-38	

	
Jones,	R.H.	

Fish	Creek		 1938-39	
	

Jones,	R.H.	
Fish	Creek		 1939-40	

	
Jones,	R.H.	

Fish	Creek		 1940-41	
	

Hall,	W.P.	
Fish	Creek		 1941-42	 Mrs.	 Pickell,	J.P.	
Fish	Creek		 1942-43	 Mrs.	 Pickell,	J.P.	
Fish	Creek		 1943-44	 Mrs.	 Gillard,	E.L.	
Fish	Creek		 1944-45	 Miss	 Finley,	F.L.	
Fish	Creek		 1945-46	 Mrs.	 Sullivan,	H.	
 
October 1930 the first school in the area opened. It was later moved to land 
donated by Mr. Herron nearer to the centre of the community. It was taken down 
log by log and moved.  Sid Martin was paid $40 to move the building. They 
added a porch, a barn, ice house and a biffey! There were 10 pupils to start.  
 
The first teacher was Miss Barbara Bernard from Victoria later to marry Bert 
Ambrose.  
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Flatrock – Amalgamated with Clearview 

Flatrock	 1955-56	 Miss	 Epp,	Ella	
Flatrock	 1956-57	

	
Epp,	Ella	(local	resident)	

Flatrock	 1957-58	 		 Baldry,	Marjorie	
Flatrock	 1958-59	

	
Baldry,	Marjorie	

Flatrock	 1959-60	
	

Friesen,	Elizabeth	(Aldergrove)	
Flatrock	 1960-61	

	
Gudlaugson,	Darryl	(from	Beaverlodge)	

Flatrock	 1961-62	
	

Gudlaugson,	Darryl	(from	Beaverlodge)	
Flatrock	 1962-63	 Mr.	 Robillard		-		Ella	Epp	
Flatrock	 1963-64	

	
Jim	Lister		-		Chris	Lister	

Flatrock	 1964-65	 Mr.	 Hamilton		-		Mrs.	Hamilton	
Flatrock	 1965-66	 Mr.	 Hamilton		-		Mrs.	Hamilton	
Flatrock	 1966-67	

	
Fenimore,	Sam		-		Mildred	Fenimore		

Flatrock	 1967-68	
	

Fenimore,	Sam		-		Mildred	Fenimore		
Flatrock	 1968-69	 		 Fenimore,	Sam		-		Mildred	Fenimore		
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Forfar   

Forfar			 1927-28	
	

Holland,	A.	
Forfar			 1928-29	 Miss	 Laing,	D.R.	
Forfar			 1929-30	 Mrs.	 MacDougall,	D.R.	
Forfar			 1930-31	

	
Thomson,	D.	

Forfar			 1931-32	
	

Downard,	J.H.	
Forfar			 1932-33	

	
Downard,	J.H.	

Forfar			 1933-34	
	

Bachman,	A.H.	
Forfar			 1934-35	 Miss					 Boomer,	L.J.					B.A.	
Forfar			 1935-36	 Miss	 Holt,	M.	
Forfar			 1936-37	

	
					Closed	

Forfar			 1937-38	
	

					Closed	
Forfar			 1938-39	

	
Boshier,	S.S.	

Forfar			 1939-40	 Miss	 Enegren,	A.S.	
Forfar			 1940-41	

	
Martens,	F.L.	

Forfar			 1941-42	
	

					School	Closed	No	Report	
 
	

 
"Forfar School, built in 1928; Halfway River near the junction of the Peace 
River." 
(BC Archives D-00268 & D-00269) 
From Farrell Creek Informaton: 
 Note that the Farrell Creek School was built near the Ardill Ranch and was 
 open until 1944. For a time, the pupils were moved to Tompkins Ranch 
 and it became Forfar school. 
	

Information from Gordon Meek’s book, Wild & Lawless 
Forfar School was situated at the Halfway River next to the Peace River.  
From 1927 to 1936, Forfar school was open then had to be closed for the next 
two school years.  
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When the Halfway River Bridge was being built, the Meeks moved into the area 
and lived in the old Cadenhead house. In 1938-39, the students attending were 
Edwin, Buddy, Gordon and Mabel Meek, Margaret, Bill, Short (Arthur), Jim and 
Buck Tompkins. The teacher of the day was very young and had Grades 1– 8.  
In later years, Leonard (Tommy) Meek started school. To keep the school open, 
there had to be 9 students. 2 girls from Hudson’s Hope boarded at Tompkins. 
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The salary of the teachers ranged from $1320 to $780. There was a notation of 
1st class and 2nd class beside the salaries but this cannot be verified.  
 
Another wonderful story told to us was about the “Lantern Slide”.  The story 
goes that when Mabel was in Grade 1, the families were invited to go to Phil 
Tompkins place to see the Lantern Slide.  When they arrived, there was a white 
sheet hanging at the front of the room. The lights – not electric – were dimmed 
and then the actors performed behind the curtain. 
 
Sports Day were special events in the lives of our smaller rural schools. The 
Ardills would come to the Sports Days and there would be many races of all 
kinds. Mabel was only 6 and was part of those races. Sack racing, three-legged 
races, and relays were always the highlight of the days. Even the adults 
participated in the events.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


